W p* 


NSIDE GE 


I A N Y RE PORTS 

Issued by the AMERICAN FRIENDS OF GERMAN FREEDOM 
342 Madison Avenue, New York City • Phone, MU 2-5846 












PREPARATIONS FOR M EMERGENCY ? 1 


Berlin 


"A part of the Berlin S«S« has been transferred to other districts and SoS, units 
from Bavaria and Sudeten Germany have been brought here to replace them, Rather 
than house these units in large S*S, barracks as is oustomary, the authorities 
have scattered them about, requisitioning ground floors of large buildings in 
every section of the city, and quartered small companies of S.S. men in each," 

Who is the Enemy ? 1 


Hamburg 

"In all the railway stations, trains and post office buildings there are large 
posters reading: 'Take care when you talk, the enemy is -listening! ' In many 

of the compartments of the trains, the posters have been altered slightly to read.: 
'Take care when you talk, the Gestapo is listening!'" 

A similar report came from Berlin, 

Hamburg 

"Goebbels Came to make a speech to workers at a mass meeting at the Blohm and 
Voss Shipyards in Hamburg, He said how deeply he regretted that the Fuehrer oould 
not be there in person. Quite audibly voices were raised saying: *We don't 

want the Fuehrer, we want bread*' There. .were thousands present and the authori- 
ties weren't able to locate the guilty pafties G " 


THE EBFBGT OF. THE ATTACK ON RUSSIA 1 
Berlin (beginning of August) 

The following comprehensive report comes from an anti-Nazi in Berlin, 

"Of course you will want to know what effect the attack on Russia had on morale 
here. You will be amazed when I tell you that there was no sensational reaction, 

I remember that Sunday morning in June so Well; it . didn't seem to me that people 
bought newspapers more than usual, no little groups of excited people gathered 
on the street corners.. Men and women just stood silently reading the Fuehrer's 
statement, that he had 'decided again to lay the fate of our people in the hands 
of our soldiers, ' 

"For many weeks there had been rumors about the new German-Russian negotiations 
and the difficulties that had arisen, but that wasn't the chief cause of the in- 
difference to this sensational news. In fact, the majority opinion had been that 
Russia would surely give in. There was even much talk about Stalin coming to 
Berlin, and it was assumed that a new treaty would be signed at that time, bringing 
the allies closer together. Great oelebrations were supposedly being planned 
for this event j it was a known fact that two Berlin factories were manufacturing 
Soviet flags, so there would be enough to decorate the streets, A friend of mine, 
who usually has reliable inside inf ormation, told me that it was not until June 17 
that the negotiations broke down under excessive German demands. 
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own feeling is that the explanation for apparent popular indifference to such 
an important event lies much deeper* We in Germany have grown immune to * great 
happenings * 1 We have lived through so many of them, and what have all these 
victories and oonquests brought us? The end of the war seems to have been moved 
farther and farther into the future, and the final outcome gets more uncertain 
all the time# - I want to say more about this later#" 

Fear of "Bolsheylzatiori" 

"It would be false to say that the war against Russia is unpopular with all sec- 
tions of the public* Don't forget that many looked upon the alliance with Stalin 
as something unnatural and strange# I don* t know what the working people thought 
about it, but among the people that I know# mostly middle class, the dominant 
feeling was one of doubt# In my own circle many of Hitler *s reoent measures have 
been looked upon as "bolshevistic,' including the curtailment of dividends, of- 
ficial regulation of factory orders, and so on, up to the honorable status 
guaranteed to illegitimate children# They were afraid that the alliance with 
Russia would lead Hitler further along these same lines# Moreover, many had no con- 
fidence in such a 'tactical* alliance, and were afraid that Stalin might prove 
to be the stronger# With all this in the background# it isn't surprising that 
many people were. prepared to accept the rather absurd newfrropaganda against the 
bolsheviks# There were enough who wore ready to believe that Russia had actually 
made preparations to attack Germany#" 

Hones and Fears 

"In general# laymen ( do not have a great deal of respect for the effectiveness of 
the Russian Army# From the experience of the last war Russians were not supposed 
to be good soldiers* Soldiers who saw the Russian troops in Poland at the end 
of the Polish Campaign were, very scornful of their shabby uniforms - 'They can't 
be good soldi ersl* On the other hand# tixe stock of the Russian Air Force was 
much higher# Everyone expect®! that the invasion would be, answered with immediate 
bombings* 'The Red fliers will be over Berlin tonightj* The military men I 
know have not been so optimistic about the ineffectiveness of the Russian Army# 

It is technically very well equipped and they feel that the new war is really 
risky. The size, geographically, of the new enemy country flight ens them# In- 
telligent people have begun to wonder if Hitler hasn't made a serious mistake* 

"During the first few weeks of the war., no reports were . published of progress on 
the front* They just kept Cn announcing 'tremendous victories#' The Nazi 
whispering Campaign apparatus started, rumors that Stalin's regime was about to 
collapse,., that the whole bolshevist setup would be swept away and a new govern* 
ment under German sponsorship would Come to power, which would make immediate 
peaoe# The long oppressed Ukraine would immediately deolare its independence# ' 
People believed these rumors and thought that was what the great victories that 
had been promised meant# 

"In comparison with- these expectations, the actual progress on the front was 
disappointing# The Nazis did advanOe but not so fast# However, the dreaded. 

Russian Air Force did not get to Berlin (as of the first days of August)#" * 


The. Rotliides 

"It was only gradually that we began to realize from talking to soldiers home from 
the eastern front, from the reports of Go ebb els * war correspondents, eVen from 
the official propaganda articles in the press, that this was an entirely different 
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_«nony from the one in the west* I actually heard a soldier in a street Car says 
*1 wish this war were over# It’s aw? ul j why# the Russians stand right there and 
shoot you without even taking cover! ’ You get the impression from all you hear 
that for the first time the soldiers have tasted the real horrors of war* 

"There have been no casualty lists, "but everybody knows just from the deaths in 
his own circle of acquaintances that the losses have been tremendous# Even allow- 
ing for exaggeration you can assume from the German figures for Russian losses 
that German casualties have been considerable, especially as the newspapers eare 
constantly writing about the ‘greatest and bloodiest battle of world history#* 

Prom people in the army I have heard estimates of as high as seven to eight 
hundred thousand Germans dead and a million and. a half wounded in the first six 
weeks of fighting# Wien you realize that every family has some one at the front* 
you Gan imagine how depressing the atmosphere is# Dancing and other kinds of 
public amusement have been forbidden because of ’the gravity of the hour*’" 

Propaganda 

"Until the Germans launohed the attack on Russia there had been no anti-bolshevist 
articles in the press# Like a shot, the whole propaganda apparatus - the press, 
the radio, the cinema - started a campaign against the bolsheviks and against the 
Jews that made anything they had ever said before look mild in comparison# The 
news reels bring the most horrible pictures of Russians cutting people up# Some 
Berlin movie houses have presented Nazi troopers, who appear on the stage and speak 
in .chorus ‘Beat the Jews until they’re dead!** This horror propaganda is not 
very effective; and people feel the anti— Jewish business is. worn*outo The lack 
of interest apparently Was so obvious that Go ebb els wrote an article, urging 
people not to turn their eyes away when atrocity pictures are projected on the 
screen# The German people must know the truth and only when they see the bloody 
corpses of/faen and women butchered by the G#P#U# will they know from what horrors 
their Fuehrer’s vigilance has saved them# The average per $ on retains from this 
kind of propaganda a vague understanding that bolshevism is something frightful 
and menaoing and that they had better beat the Russians# 

« jt is quite true to say that the official propaganda is not taken seriously; 

' people just aren’t interested in it# But the Nazis don’t expect that every word 
they say will be believed, what they want is to create a certain general effect# 

For example, no one thinks that official figures about war Casualties or airplane 
losses are accurate# But Go ebb els has succeeded in establi shing the conviction 
that the inaccurate Reports serve the interests of the ooui*try. l$y shoemaker 
made a typioal remarks ’Of course, our losses were much greater than what we 
read in the papers, everyone knows that# But you oari’t give the correct figures# 
That is a military* secret.’" 

Counter-Propaganda 

"Everyone still listens to the British broadcasts, in spite of the great risk, 
this entails# It is extremely difficult to interfere with tshe wave length they 
use# The German people believe that the British news tells the truth and that is 
why they listen# For a long time people did not think so highly of British news, 
because it was obvious that some of the reports were inaccurate, as for example 
the report that the Potsdam Railway Station in Berlin had been hit in an air raid* 
Recently their reputation has improved, because they have been more careful in 
stating facts whose accuracy could be checked. It is interesting What an impression 
it made recently when the British news commentator described a raid over Germany 





snd said* * #A#unfortunately we lost 16 planes. * Earlier that same evening* 
official. Nasi news had announced that 16 British planes had. teen downed* This 
absolute proof of the truthfulness of the British impressed people terribly* - 
Since the in BuSsla began* there has been interest again in the- Moscow broad- 
casts, but there is so much interference and you can hardly hear them** 

* ' fifa aiihr Aliev 

"The fragmentary information you get through foreign broadcasts doesn* t help very 
much in getting a c^ear picture of the outside world# No one. in Germany really 
knoTffi what is going on* and above all it is impossible to get any idea a%out the 
future# Ton hear an awful hot of complaining* more than you did a year ago# Some- 
times you have the Reeling that everyone in Germany goes around with his fist 
clenched in his pbcket# But don't have any illusions* This discontent and latent 
opposition t is paralyzed, by a feeling of impotence* hy the conviction that there 
is no way out* by the fear of wha-| the future will bring* No one expects that 
victory wi # ll make Germany a paradise. The average German sees no war aim worth 
fighting for# At the beginning of the war there was an idea that Germany, 
was going to conquer colonies and that would bo fine 'because Tire would get raw 
materials that wouldn' t have to be paid # f or with foreign exchange. Nowadays 
you hardly ever hear a word about colonies# The average German doesn't give 
a hang for the occupation of more European countries,#. He hasn't got .anything out 
of the onus they have conquered so. far, except .for the loot that, the .soldiers have 
; brought home* and he doesn't expect any benefit from them in the future* There 
are^^lWho anticipate much material advantage for themselves- when Hitler has won 
- the war*- They pay little attention to Ley*s fine speeches about the plans for 
old age insurance and the ‘‘great postwwef housing program* The man in the street 
simply does, not feel like a 'master of .the world** ^nd is tired of ‘hearing about; 
how -he is going to construct the %ew Grier*, in Europe*, He wants to be left alone# 
He swats work and bread* He does complain about the fact that today he has too much 
work and too. little bread,, but in reality he fears that he will lose w%at little 
he has if Germans is beaten# .As .faint as 'is his. hope for a batter future* .Just so 
■strong is bis fear of a collapse* The Nazis* warning against the. enemies* plans 
fur dividing up or destroying Germany is. the only really effective part of their 
propaganda* The average German believes that this is what the enemy wants ai$d 
his. fear of this forces him to keep on under the growing intolerable conditions* 
.An.a#®aaintan®e of mine* a business man who has never taken an active part, in 
politics# said to a Jewish emigrant who was leaving for America* *lf- in % $$$ 

'■ we had k^own the kind of scoundrels they were it wouldn't have happened# we 
didn' t know# we only wanted to get out of the depression* New it is too late# 
ws ,Can*t do- anything* Our only choice is to go along to the. end# horrible as 
.it is* ^or if we lose the war now# it will be -worse than ever* Germany will be 
partitioned* ‘oofla more there will be aH-lftcns of un^sployed and we shall really 
starve**'" 



"ISiat this man isaid is typical* The only thing th%t - will change the athtiwit ef 
■fee average German is to see a way out of his dilemma# to learn that hi# CbaiJia 
isn't singly between Hitler war and victory on the one side and hunger arid des» 
traction on the other# 

• ■ . ■ ‘ ' •* t • ..... 

"The Germans are afraid of the victorious .enemy* sure that they will be mad® re- 
sponsible f er all that Hitler has done# A® tually very many feel- that they have 
had to suffer under the Hitler regime too and are opposed to much that Hitler has 
done#i 




"I Qin convinced that if the people in Germany believed that the British and their 
allies did not plan a peace of revenge and dismemberment, they would not feel so 
desperate® If they were convinced that the enemy wants to destroy the Nazis 0 but 
not Germany, they would not be driven to support Hitler's war as their only ©nance® 
They aren't interested in retaining the Nazi conquests, except possibly Austria 
and the Polish Corridor (in both of which the majority of the population favored 
Anschluss with Germany before Hitler), but they hope that the German Reich itself 
will remain as a State with equal rights with the other countries of Europe, and 
not partitioned into helpless little states® 

"After an air raid on Essen, a friend of mine heard a woman says 'They don't 
want to kill us, they want the ones on top*' But such a statement is raretoday 
in Germany® Democratic propaganda could make this individual opinion the con- 
viction of many*" 


LABOR 


"Soon Germany Will Be Just One Big Concentration Camp" 


Berlin 


Prom a conversation with a Berlin worker® 

"I used to be superintendent of an apartment house in Wilmersdorf, but a year and 
a half ago the Labor Exchange sent me to Siemens Plant (Germany's big electrical 
trust)# At first I thought that would be a step forward for me, but now I am fed 
up with it* I get 70 pfennigs (about 28^) an hour for a ten hour day and have to 
work every second Sunday* With supplements for the children and extra pay for 
Sunday it comes to about 200 marks a month# That sounds fine, but after you take 
away about $2. marks that I have to pay for dues and special payments to Party 
organizations, there is only 168 marks left (about $70®), With a wife and two 
children to feed that isn't enough. At first my wife wanted to go into the fac- 
tory too, but I figured out that it wouldn* t help# If she were working every 
day, she would need more to eat# She couldn't stand the work otherwise# If my 
wife didn't have time to do her shopping early in the mornings and to stand in line 
to get things, we'd get even fewer potatoes and vegetables than we do now* As it 
Is we just barely make out with the rations# Scrimp and save as we do, my wages 
just don't reach# We can't pay much rent and have to live in one of the little 
one and a half room bungalows# When there's an air raid and the anti-aircraft 
guns start up, our place shivers and shakes# It's .no pleasure to live in 
Siemenstadt (the settlement for workers at the Siemens plant) without an air 
raid cellar* A couple of other men from the plant and I helped ourselves to a 
few ties at the freight station and built the foundations for a shelter*- If 
that ever leaks out, there's nothing between me and the concentration camp* And 
then my family will starve# A couple of -weeks ago another .man in my division 
got sent to the Compulsory Labor Camp at Wustermark# What . for? A column of 
Jewish and Polish workers were being marohed through the court, A guard struck 
one of them in the ribs# My friend turned to the man next to him and said: 'Did 
you see that? Look at the way they treat them.* The guard jumped on him# 'What 
did you soy? A pretty state of affairs, you stand there finding fault when we* re 
carrying out our orders. That' s seditious#' Now he's at Wustermark and has to 
work like a slave# It doesn't pay to say anything but if it keeps on like this, 
Germany will soon be just one big concentration camp#." 
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New Prison Camps for Saboteurs 

Concentration camps and the old penal systems have apparently proved 
inadequate# Reports recently received from Germany tell of a new 
institution that the Nazis have founded to deal with recalcitrant wor- 
kers# particularly in munitions factories# They are Compulsory Labor 
Camps# reserved exclusively for workers guilty of crimes connected 
with their work# particularly sabotage# There are two such camps 
near Berlin* one at T/liUhlheide and one at Wustermark# in both of which 
there are already several hundred prisoners# A report reoeived from 
a western German industrial district had the following to say about 
the type of crime for which a worker may be sent to a compulsory 
labor camp# 

"If a machine breaks down in a factory and it isn't quite clear whether it was be- 
cause of faulty material, or oarelessness, - so often the result of overwork - 
or if it were really intentional# the worker in charge can be accused of sabotage 
and without further investigation, sent off to several months in a compulsory 
labor camp. Other definitions of sabotage includes oversleeping and coming late 
to work on three occasions, absence from work for a single day without a medical 
certificate, refusal to make a 'voluntary* contribution to on</of the innumerable 
Nazi collections, refusal to move to one of the occupied districts, when ordered 
to go, or simply the word of one of the Gestapo spies in the factory that you were 
heard to make a 'statement hostile to the State#*" 

In order fully to appreciate this newest form of honoring the German 
workers," it should be realized that working time in Germany today is 
ten, sometimes eleven or twelve hours a day, that in all the munitions 
factories, they work two Sundays a month, some of them three# (Since 
two free days from work each month are required, in case of work i>n 
three Sundays, the factory makes up the second free day by two days 
with short shifts# six to eight hours instead of the usual ten to 
twelve.) A man never gets a chance to get caught up on his sleep. 

But overwork is not an illness, and a doctor who gives a certificate 
for such a reason had better beware# 


ROBBING PETER TO PAY PAUL 


Stockholm (August) 

Report from a man who knows 'German conditions intimately# 

"I don't believe that the critical point in Germany's’ war effort during the nest 
months is going to come from the slowing down of the offensive in the east, nor 
from the existing, though exaggerated, difficulties in the occupied districts# 
nor even from the slow but sure decline in public morale. But there are many 
indications that the latent difficulties in supplies which have existed for years, 
are finally reaching a critical point# 

"German organization is world famous# It is particularly in this skill In 
organizing soaroity* that they have done an amazing job - to the bitter 
disappointment of those who for years hayo been counting on the imminent economic 
collapse of the Third Reich, Up to now, neither war financing, the transportation 
problem, the soaroity of raw materials, nor the scarcity of labor have been able 
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even to slow damn the speed of the powerful’ war machine# Critical gaps could be 
filled in with the booty from conquered countries* the use of the industrial 
capacity of these countries* and the drafting of millions of prisoners of war into 
the. labor army# 

"But time is wording against Hitler# Demands are growing faster than substitutes 
can be found to fill them# The shrinkage in man power is greater than the re- 
placement and the reserves just aren’t great enough to permit so extensive and 
complex a machine to keep ori running smoothly# There are always new gaps in 
the food supply# ,in the division of raw materials# and particularly in the distri- 
bution of available labor supply#/ The whole Nazi apparatus has to make a terrific 
effort to think out ingenious schemes of reorganization* in order temporarily to 
stop the gaps# But they haven’t g©t a broad enough base to work with* The re- 
channeling of reserves to a. given endangered point inevitably leads to difficul- 
ties in the sector from which they have been taken# and the process begins again 
with reserves brouglxt in from a third sector# etc* On my last visit# a Berliner 
said to. me: *Jt just doesn’t help# when the counterpane is too small# pull it 

any way you like# you stick out somewhere**" * 

Labor Reserved - ..Fourteen Year Old Girls and Seventy Year Old Men 

"Labor scarcity has* been aggravated, since the Russian war began* There have been 
a series of new official orders# issued with the hope of augmenting the labor 
supply from the only reserves left - women and girls and pensioners* Taxes for 
married women# gainfully employed# have been reduced* A maximum wage has been 
fixed for domestic workers# with a penalty for paying or receiving mqre than the 
maxlsmam* so that women, will leave housework and go to .work in the munitions fac- 
tories* ‘ According ho the present law* all girls over 14 have to do one year’s 
service as a domestic# or as farm workers for the state* Heretofore girls who were 
needed at home were. exempt* This exemption has now been removed# so that there 
will be more girls available for domestic work* who Gan go into homes and relieve 
the wife and mother to work* in a munitions factory# If the mothep of a family 
Cannot get one of these girls to help at home# It is impossible for her to work , 
ih a factory* In vidw of the difficulties involved* in obtaining food and clcfang 
under the scarcity and the complicated rationing system# a family cannot get by 
unless there is one person to devote the major part of bar time to 
The removal of this exemption is not going to help mfteh ps„ at tho^ present time 
66% of all girls in Germany between the ages of 14 and 16 are employed and a large 
proportion of the 3k% remaining are desperately needed at home to help care for ' 
large f amilies# 

"The need for rfbre workers is so great that now the authorities are forcing pensioners 
oyer 70 years of age to go back to work* They try to make it sound attractive 
to them* and the., latest announcement, is entitled: ’Special, Privileges for those, 

with State Old Age Allowances and Small ‘Pensions, * By ’privileges’ they mean that 
those over 70 who go to work can keep their pension^ along with the wages for their 
work* The younger ones* under. 70# are assured tbSt one 'half their -earnings will 
not be epunted against their pensions* Ley* the lead®!?, of the Arbeits Efont* has 
been boasting for years’ that the 'Nazi systems included ’the greatest social Security 
for the aged ever known in history*’ and this is how it looks in practice* 

"There is another new regulation which states that the military physician^ hence- 
forth is forbidden to declare' in his report that a man is ’unfit for work,* the 
only judgment he can -ppss is that he is ’unfit for military, service^’ T|ie Labor 
Exchange does not want' cripples coming to them explaining bbat they - are unable to 

... . * ' * 
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work, and the military dootor has already exempted them. They intend to put them 
to work if they Can find a, way. The War Economy Office and the Military Command 
wage a bitter battle over every single man# Many who were previously rejected 
for service have recently been drawn in. 11 

Ersatz for Ersatz 


'•The authorities responsible for feeding the nation are constantly having to find 
new tricks to shift the scarcity from one location to another. During the summer 
the meat ration was cut on the theory that there were more vegetables to be had 
during the summer months* But there were not nearly enough vegetables to make 
up for the scarcity of potatoes Caused by transportation problems, 

"They are being forced to find substitutes for the substitute foods. Ersatz, for 
Ersatz. An example is the public campaign being carried on with the slogan: 

•Do you want ersatz^ coffee or fat? 1 The aim is to encourage the drinking of 
'domestic herb tea* in place of ersatz coffee, because ersatz ooffee is made from 
barley and rye and if this grain can be saved it will feed hundreds of thousands 
of pigs, who in turn will furnish fat for the German table." 

Hitler's Rag Bicker 

"The soarcity of textile goods is more acute than that of any other consumption 
goods. It used to be possible to buy old clothes without ration Sards, and since 
the rationed articles are far from .adequate this was the only reserve. Now oven 
the secondhand market is being brought into the rationing apparatus, beginning 
with the fixing of prices for secondhand garments# Every single rag is claimed 
by at least iwo official bureaus* The newspapers and women's magazines are full 
of instructions about how to make useful articles of wearing apparel out of old 
clothes and scraps, and there are special courses where women may learn how to 
sew with remnants and ends of cloth. 

"Dealing in rags and old clothes has become an important function of the German 
Reich. The 'Reiohs Commissar for the Utilization of Old Materials* and the 
'National Socialist Party Representative Commissioned by the Reich for the Reclama- 
tion of Old Materials* have usurped the rags. Late in July they began a four 
weeks' ool-l eotion of scraps of cloth, and the Party, the trelfare organizations, 
and the youth. groups were, instructed to seize every bit of cloth they could find 
in every home, ' factory, and shop. The appeal printed for this collection began 
with the words: 'The German people have entered the last and decisive phase of 

their fateful struggle for the freedom of the nation, .. 5 and went on to talk about 
conservation of scouring cloths# Every effort is being made to increase the 
production of artificial cloth, but you need raw materials to start with, even 
^n manufacturing synthetic goods* In this case it is wood and wood is very scarce# 
Indicative is the fact that in the Gouvornment General of Poland, a decree was 
issued recently prohibiting the use of wood in constructing either the outer or 
inner walls of new buildings* 

"Every article finally becomes the object of an official regulation* For example, 
'the price Commissar has issued an order to. the effect that the. deposit on beer 
bottles must be raised from 10 pfennigs to 20 pfennigs#' Apparently there are not 
enough bottles*" 

During 1940 and the. early part of 1941* expansion in western and 
southern Europe furnished a flexible element in German supplies* 

Particularly as far as foodstuffs are .concerned, the Germans are 
finding out that they have killed the goose that lalfid the golden egg. 
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Belgium formerly had a highly specialized agriculture, particularly 
in the raising of cattle and dairy products. According to a report 
just received from Belgium, this very branch of agriculture is now in 
great difficulties, 

n A recent official announcement states that there are 80,000 too few head of cattle 
for the meat needs of the civilian population,; Before the war Belgium U 5 <ad to 
export- both cattle and dairy products and the domestic market was better supplied 
than in almost any country in Europe, Butcher shops throughout Belgium have now 
been closed, I know one dairy farmer who, a year and a half ago, had 45 milk 
cows, 20 Calves and 2 "hors es, $©w, (August) he has only 3° head of cattle 
altogether, oertainly not more than 15 milk cows. That is typioal of the status 
of Belgian farms, Nobody knows how many cattle the Germans have taken away, but - 
people around here believe that if : there is now a shortage of 8p,000 and we used 
to have a surplus, the Nazis must have stolen at least 150,000 head of cattle 
from Belgium alone. Meat isn't the only thing that is scarce} also milk, butter 
and cheese. They talk hout improving- the situation, but that seems hopeless, 

Nazi looting is not the only reason for. the cattle decline, Belgian farms could 
never have support ed so many cattle from their own land. We always import ed 
large quantities of fodder from across the seas and that is out of the question 
now," 


AIR RAIDS 



Excerpt from the letter of a Cologne worker's wife. 


"My husband is working now at the Mechernich Lead Works, It is a big plant em- 
ploying thousands of workers. Sometimes they get time off on Saturdays but not 
often. He gets good wages, but the work there is unhealthy because of the lead 
dust. Before the war they used to be able to buy milk in the factory canteen, 4 
That's good for lead poisoning. There isn*t any milk now. We're glad to put up 
with anything as long as my husband doesn't have to go to the front, I am glad 
though that he is working at Meohernich because so far the British fliers haven't 
been there. Let's hope they never find the way. In the factories in the city 
proper, its just like being in a trench at the front. Sometimes the .British 
are over every night and the workers spend most of their time in the cellars,® 

Cologne- (beginning of August ) 

"Some parts of Cologne are hardly recognizable, for example, around the big 
Eifeltor freight station. The South Bridge over ’the tracks, where the trains 
handling freight between the right and left barks ‘ of the Rhine run, has been 
badly damaged. The "Worst places are the f ao tory suburbs where the workers live-, 
the Deutzor Motor Works, Karlswerk and Humboldt, These places have been the main 
objective of" every R,A«P, raid. Whole sections of the plants have been so 
badly bombed that they can't be used. Production has been transferred to points 
farther past,* 

•'St- . " ■ ... s ' 

"Around Aachen, no tronly the city itself, but parking lots,, supply depots and 
military centers in Dueren, Stolberg and Esohweiler have been subjected to heavy 
a-ifc attacks^ 

" It is very hard to find out how much damage has been done after an air raid, as 
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they try to keep it secret* You can.* t even go to visit your friends and relatives 
in the little towns on Sundays* because they have cut the Sunday train and bus 
schedules so much* If strangers do visit in a small town,, you Can be absolutely 
sure that, the next day the Gestapo ■will bp around to cross-examine the wife* the 
children even the eld grandparents, about the visitors, trying to find out if 
anyUng has been said or done that could possibly be interpreted as ^hostile 
to the State#* 

"Of course figures about dead and wounded are not published and you only find 
out about casualties in raids from heresay# A man I know who works in the 
Humboldt' Works at Cologne— Kalk told me that’ One* night, raid had cost the lives of 
23 men at the plant and another 14 * There is a lot of bitterness about the in- 
adequacy of the civilian defense# 

tt All of the Jews in Cologne had to give up their homes so that they could be 
placed at the disposal of Aryan' families bombed out of their houses* The Jews 
were transferred to a work 0 amp nearby," 

■ The Fake Railway Station,' ■ 

Wuerttembere 

"There have been few air raids around here, but the authorities have done exten- 
sive camouflage work* The Mauser Works is one of the big plants employing three 
or four thousand workers* Now they have btiilt a-cpmplete papier mao he reproduc- 
tion of the entire plant on the Hochmess ingen Hill# A copy of tho Stuttgart 
Railway Station was constructed near the little town of Lauff en on the Neckar* 

It has already been bombed twice but the station itself has not been hit. Trees 
were planted all over the grounds of the Daimlor and Bosch Wo£ks* Stuttgart 
itself has not yet been bombed* One raid over nearby Mannheim was so bad, that 
they had to send the Stuttgart fire brigade to help put out tho fires*," 

Wa&Jaf. Nerves In . tte Ml* Raid Shelters 1 
Berlin (beginning of August) 

"After the heavy raids in' the 'spring, Berliners feared that because of American 
plane deliveries, .there would be more and more raids during the next few months* 
Since the Russian war started, they, have expected raids from the East* But 
during the summer, up imtil the first of August, there had been only three 
alarms and no Serious raid*#" It is generally believed that this is because of 
the short summer nights, which, keep British fliers from coming so far* On the 
other hand;,, many people conclude that ‘American' help isn*t so effective after all** 

"Although Berliners still have not experienced’ a really heavy raid, they are 
extremely nervous and afraid* People are very disturbed by stories about gas 
and water mains bursting while people are in the cellars, and asphyxiating or 
drowning them#. This happened in a house on the Stsinplatz in the Charlottenburg 
district of. the City* A. year ago air raid shelters were the scenes of gaiety,; 
drinking# and singing* Now, although the shelters themselves are much better 
equipped, the atmosphere -is depressing and tense*. The people complain a let and 

* Bulletins, from Britain* . August 6, I941, states that in the six 

weeks preceding July 26,. there was only one air attack on Berlin, 


4t 
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groan about how in the world they are going to be able to do a full day's work the 
next day. After a long raid* the children are allowed to come to school an hour 
late* but workers have to get to their jobs punctually as usual* 

"The authorities promise that there will be compensation for all ’property des- 
troyed in air raids* However* it is necessary to have a record of your possessions 
on file in order to substantiate any olaims* /There* is little confidence in .these 
promises* and everyone who has relatives in safer areas* sends his valuables 
and his money to them for safekeeping* Also* no one wants to file a record that 
he is, keeping sums of money at his home* because orders are to place all surplus 
cash in the State savings banks* 

"Jews are excluded from the air raid shelters in the houses where they are living* 
They also do not receive compensation fq'r losses sustained in raids* 

"Civilian defense is over-organized. Tike everything else* There is not only the 
Air Raid Wardens' Organization* all members of which must be enrolled, in the 
National Socialist Civilian Defense League* but must not be members of the Party* 
The. Nazi Party has its own civilian defense organization recruited from the 
National Socialist Women's Organization ! and |rom the Block Captains,* Third, there 
is a system of watchers, with a semi-official police function* These watchers 
remain on the streets during raids and keep tabs on the Air Raid Wardens, There 
are constant jurisdictional disputes between the various organizations g-wri some- 
times they go so far as to denounce each other to the Gestapo* 'the Warden 'at 
^ ... m Street is a Jew friend, ' Of course all of these organizations function 
as spies for the Gestapo. " 


CALLING IN THE LAST RESERVES 

Vienna 

H 

■A S 3 year old man wrote from Vienna in August* that to his amazement 
ho had just reoeived word that he had been drafted# The class of 1900 
in all Austria was called up in June* 



(Prom a letter*) 


They are even mobilizing cripples now* cousin, who not only is hunch-backed 
but also limps, has just been called up for the army. The Fuehrer recently an- 
nounced that families with five or more sons eligible for military service, of 
wtaa fivo or more are now in the service, can appeal for release of one man' if 
he is needed for family work,.." 


Don't Write to the Bovs at the Front 


An indication of the extent* of .transportation difficulties since the 
oginning of the Russian campaign it* the fact that an announcement 
has been made that the number of mail trains to and from the front 
is to be limited. Orders were issued that fewer letters wi*b to be 
written to and by soldiers, and that no more food packages will be 
aeo opted to be sent to soldiers. The situation must be really grave. 
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because the Nazis knew very well how vital mail from home and from the 
front is for the morale® both of the soldiers and the folks at-home. 
Especially now, when casualties are so great in the East, this is 
a great hardship for anxious mothers and wives* 


Berlin 


CORRUPTION ON EVERY SIDE 1 


(The following report, which came to us by way of Scandinavia, was 
written by a Berlin lawyer in State service,) 

"I have been a civil servant for more, than twenty-five years, and I must confess 
that today I am ashamed to be in the service of the German State* You cannot im- 
agine the extent of corruption in the Nazi bureaucracy. Recently a high S.S, 
Official, named Kraely, who is in the Reiohs Commission of Public Safety, was ar- 
rested, He was in charge of the division supervising foreign exchange control, 
and it was found that he had used his position to organize a private smuggling 
ring for himself and his friends*. He is now in prison under investigation, along 
with Dr, Langhans, the director of the Municipal Pawn Shop* It was at the Munici- 
pal Pawn Shop that the Jews were ordered to deliver ajLl their valuable possessions, 
and somehow too much property got lost under Langhans* supervision, 

"In Berlin alone there are four governmental bureaus, oach with a staff of ljj to 
2^ lawyers, whose sole function it is to follow up. orimes connected with food, 
smuggling, bootlegging, etc* Can you imagine, recently a room was discovered 
on the third floor of a Berlin Court House, which served as headquarters for a 
smuggling organization, through which my legal •colleagues 1 , taking advantage 
of their public offices, were able to buy everything they wanted for themselves 
and their friends* 

n If food smuggling was really followed to its source, it would be found that a 
large part of it can be traced back to the S.S* in the occupied countries, who 
buy up goods in great quantities and ship them through round-about ways to Germany, 
1 Could tell you the names of six restaurants in the neighborhood of the 
Gedaechtniss Churoh in Berlin^ where you Can buy any kind of food you desire. It 
is true that persons who get caught smuggling are very severely punished - lji 
years in the penitentiary, even the death sentence. Recently the wife of a friend 
of mine, who is a judge in the People's Court, told me that her husband can't 
Sleep at night* He gets out of bed and paces the floor muttering* »I sent 
another man to his death today** But the really guilty ones are not caught*, They 
have ways to protect themselves* We know that. Don't believe that we haven't 
got consciences, but what can we do? 

"It is shocking what has happened to our Germany* it can only lead to a bad 
end**," 


THE CATHOLICS 

Nazi pressure on the Catholic Church is continuing* It is not sur- 
prising that the Nazis, , desperate about the inadequate labor supply 
available to carry on Hitler's war, cannot endure the thought of 
thousands of monks and nuns, carrying on their normal and "unproduc- 
tive" religious lives within the convents and monasteries of Germany, 




They don*t tolerate it ‘“either they arej-fore.ibiy' removing the members 
of 'totf&miQtP >0 them in the aw?L*e 

of the fitftiifee • '• i* ext enb of this..^ 

procbssi eta initihitite In such matters id I’esdrVed h® lopal^aai chief# 
tains#. and no mtlonlwlde orders have been ^nnounoedi The following 
brief reports give some 



"At a Convent near here, the nuns were given notice to pack their things and leave 
on a few= hours 'netieei They were ordered t# report for duty in the Labor Service, 
mostly on the farms -in the country arhund here. Where the absence of men at the . 
front has made it almost impossible to* harvest, ,#xc crops* The vacant, convent .• 
bclldings were then tufned into a pa&pTCr the Jewish population of the oity who 
had been forced to give up their homW* so they would be available for Aryan' 
families# mad© homeless by air raids#?’* 


"Nazi authorities have 
that the institution will 


the nuns at the 


sinie they received 




Convent near here, 
rwimr to pufe an end to the 
have all had their 
to - be s ent away, " 


r at 


" ** ' s ^ f' 

, vv vt*y*ji — \, V W' " 

.ih^ ' trucks to take them to an unknoWnidfst^aia^Bttjfe 
■ this- was, the monks were told* *-~* 

* 


Monastery, loaded all the monks 
Tjlhen they -asked what the 
better «fe married and go .. 



tfphe district around Stahtg&rf; has known little ; of the real horrors of war so far, 
but nevertheless you find war weariness and, above ,a^-l» disappointment that we 
still see no prospects of peace#. These, is a good deal- of muttering about -the ^ 
-uselessness of this War And- ffitlo* is. held respdnsdble for having started it, 

'••Jo * * ‘ 

t . «A * • 1 , t f 

■’ none of the -chief ' rCUdfns for the latent exposition in this area is that*. par- 
ticularly ih* the ms and villages^ the people ease- strongly Qattielio, The 
church S' v*Cry Influential^ ifvaty religious ; service,, is; crowd©##. ^Mahy of- the 
.0©thoilds ifonsi de,r the Sails .eaem§e&'’sf ~ Ihen seme mm method of per- 

secuting thd Jews is thought up# you may- fees®* ene- ©s|tfe©l£o whisper to another s 
#Tha Sathetocs will ©erne next,®* la- one village 'not- fa® from -Stuhtgait there, was 
a fine oil? statue ,of the Madonha on & bridge ©ver-^ae strte#n, One night r there 
was a" Storm .and the next dey the statu© had dliSa^eaWe^i apparently knocked 
.over ..by the wind# The townspeople get a hew statue and had it. erected# A few 
days later the local Nazi chief ordered its - removal* It was 'Clear then what 
tjie Oaus# of the first $ accident® had been and ’She Catholics were indignant, 

; . ” * : ' ; ■ . ;i ' . ' : 

rtiguerttemb erg %@ full of ;tij^y reli^of®. wests, ■' They all publish tratPts, It is 

interesting how many* of these ’ trab tif. are deve&edio mystical . interpretations 
of BibSifal prophecies# speculations ^bout 'how many more years of trial the 
people have before them® car ®whan will the' oppression of the faithful come to 



100,5 Degrees is not a Fever 

"Every now and then you read appeals to the public in the newspapers not to make 
any more demands on physicians than absolutely necessary,, and especially not to 
call them at night. In a case of extreme urgency, only the nearest doctor should 
be called as there is not enough gasoline for physicians to make long trips, Any- 
one who calls a doctor Without sufficient cause is doing harm to the whole com- 
munity, 

"The * Fuehrer* of the Physicians of the Reich has sent oiroular letters to all 
doctors informing them that they are on no conditions to prescribe certain 
treatments. These include medicines such as iodine and aspirin and diets calling 
for supplementary foods. Physicians are instructed to be extremely cautious in 
determining that a patient is ill enough to remain away from work. Finally 
physicians are warned that they risk grave punishment if they act in accord with 
their own consciences and not in accord with official instructions, 

"A medical certificate exempting a man or woman from going to work is given only 
In cases of very serious illness. If your temperature does not exceed 100,5 de- 
grees you are quite able to attend your normal duties, 

"This officially ordained decline in standards for the care of the sick is not 
only a result of scarcity of doctors and medicines or of the efforts to reduoe 
the number of working days lost because of illness, (The scarcity of doctors 
is a very important factor, primarily the result of exclusion of Jewish physi- 
cians from anything but Jewish practice. There were more than 4s500 Jewish doc- 
tors in Berlin alone,) In National Socialist philosophy there is an ‘ideologi- 
cal basis’ for neglect of the sicko The Nazi doctrine of ‘racial health' claims 
that illness Is a sign of inf oriority 9 a good racial German oannot be sick, A 
blustering Army physician explaining to a group of new recruits that they were 
not expeoted to report sick, told them that no foolishness would be tolerated; 

‘You are either healthy or you are dead 0 * This could be taken as the motto for 
the entire Nazi health system* It is carried to its logical extreme in the 
notorious mercy killings. We have heard more ahd more proof of this latest 
practice, A friend of mine committed suicide a few weoks ago, Then ho received 
news that his son, who had been in an institution for two years, had ‘died 
suddenly* ' " 


FURLOUGH BABIES 


The Nazis don't leave anything unorganized, even the production of 
the next generation. The following article appeared in "Das Reich" 
for June 15, 1941* under the title, "Efficiency on Leave," 

"'Married men to the left and out. The rest, to the right and report to your 
quarters. Married men report for leave,’ The sergeant grinned as he spoke these 
words, because he was married too, 

"That is exactly what is done after every oampaign in the field and after every 
period in which leaves have been cancelled* The orders oame from above and they 
were only given after Careful thought. The efficient soldiers go home on leave 
and nine months later their companies find out how harmonious and effective 
those visits home were. 
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n The official war statistics, socretive in so mahy things, are neither discreet 
nor prudish in this matter of reporting on * furlough babies* * The figures are 
given without superfluous ceremony but you can detect almost unofficial smirking* 
The facts have been published as follows* During the first year of the war the 
birth rate declined* In June 194°» the number of births was 14*9 for every 
thousand of the population*, lower- than the figures for June 1939* The record 
went on to state: ‘However, In the months that followed, as a result of the 

leaves that could be granted members of the armed forces following the victorious 
conclusion of the Polish Campaign, there was a halt in the decline of births* 

By September 194©» the birth rate had gone up again as compared with the high rate 
of 1939 * * (21,2 per thousand of the population,) 

“You see, the men on leave were efficient, they were reliable and confident, 
and their wives were too, After the war we shall not only have graphs for the 
Campaigns and mobilizations* We shall also be able to have a graph with a double 
curve showing dates of leaves and dates of births. Every aeries of victories 
sealed in blitz tempo by & series of babies, 

“The furlough babies! " 



